
The Environment Institute of Australia
and New Zealand (EIANZ) has

launched Australia’s first certification
scheme for environmental professionals in
a move aimed at boosting community and
business confidence. The program,
developed with support from the Federal
Department of the Environment, has
created a qualification so that skilled and
ethical environmental professionals can be
recognised along with their counterparts
from engineering, accounting, planning
and architecture.

It seems to have found its mark not just

with practitioners but also consultancy
firms and government departments. More
than 65 professionals from across the
country qualified as Certified
Environmental Practitioners (CEnvP) in
the first intake. To encourage employees
to seek certification, some consultancies
are recognising it as an additional qualifi-
cation, offering new CEnvPs similar pay
increases to Certified Professional
Engineers (CPEng).

Within the government sector, the
Queensland EPA and the EIANZ SEQ
Division has set up a joint working group

to review legislative procedures and
identify opportunities to recognise
CEnvP status. It will initially examine the
range of EPA application forms – or the
accompanying reports and submissions –

requiring signature by “appropriately
qualified persons”. The preferred outcome
is a requirement that professionals
preparing or signing such documents
should hold current environmental certifi-
cation (or equivalent), not only to guide
applicants but also to provide a measure
of quality assurance. Some government
authorities have also embraced the certifi-
cation program, with numerous applica-
tions from among its ranks.

The second round is currently
underway and includes the first applicants
from New Zealand. It is expected to
attract more attention and applicants as
the potential for savings on public liability
insurance is realised.

Insurance expense prohibitive 

Professional Indemnity insurance is a
major issue for consultants. It is expensive
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With Spill Station you’re ready to respond.
Spill Station ® Spill Response Kits

The Spill Station® Spill Response Kit is designed to be deployed in
areas where spills of hazardous chemicals may be a risk. All Spill
Response Kits contain high quality, substance specific absorbents.

All Spill Station® Spill Response Kits are equipped with instructions, wall
locator, disposal bags and training in their use. Other components include
absorbent pads, booms, particulate absorbent, oil testing kits, PPE, etc.
There are currently over 20 types of Spill Response Kit in our standard range.
These contain a variety of absorbent types from 100% Orgainic absorbent to 
Anti-Static Hydrocarbon absorbent pads.

Spill Station have
been designing

“risk specific” Spill
Response Kits since

1983 and can design a
Spill Response Kit to

address almost any size or
type of spill.

®

Setting the standard and
reducing risks: EIANZ

Standards are being normalised for environmental practice,
offering greater security to the profession and comfort to
clients, write EIANZ directors Nigel Murphy and Bill Haylock.
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Drain Seal
To prevent almost any liquid, including
aggressive chemicals, from entering
stormwater inlets. Manufactured in
Australia, the Drain Seal adheres to the
drain surrounds to create a tight seal.
In this way a spill can be kept on-site, 
and dealt with by your own workers.

Sediment Retention Boom
As well as being harmful to the envi-
ronment, sediment entering
stormwater can lead to costly
penalties. Avoid fines from sediment
washing off your site with Sediment
Retention Booms. They are available
in several sizes and can be filled with sand or gravel as required.

Spill Pallets
Safely store and transport 205L drums
around your site with the Spill Pallet.
These spill pallets meet EPA require-
ments and are available in several
sizes. Roll-on ramps allow for easy
loading and Pallet Covers provide
protection from the elements when
using outside.

Flat Drain Guard
This product will prevent oils, fuels and
sediment from entering stormwater. Placed
under the grate and secured with the
Velcro straps it will trap silt and remove
over 99.8% of hydrocarbons. Fits drains 
up to 1m x 1m and custom sizes are
available. Ideal for carparks and depots.

Spill Barrier
With use of the Spill Barrier, a single
worker can isolate a spill either at the
source or at drainage inlet points. The 
Spill Barrier is a flexible bund made from
the same chemically resistant polymers 
as the Drain Seal and is just as easy to
use and maintain.

Car/Truck Washpad
This 3mx6m portable washbay makes
environmental compliance easy.
Constructed from 900gsm PVC it has a 
dry weight of 20kg and takes less than a
minute to set up. Foam filled ends allow 
for drive through application. Ideal for 
on-site vehicle washdowns and servicing.
Custom sizes available.

and often has prohibitive exclusions, with
many consultants believing the premiums
are not justifiable based on the level of
risk. Some cannot even obtain insurance, a
problem for both them and potentially
their clients.

The EIANZ has investigated creating its
own scheme, leveraging the economies of
scale available to a membership in excess
of 1,750 – with the potential for
more than 5,000 – and
acknowledging the risk
reduction aspect of CEnvP.

Some 132 members
responded to a survey of PI
issues, requirements, needs
and past performance. We
used the information to seek
expressions of interest from brokers
interested in managing a PI insurance
scheme that was streamlined, competi-
tive, specific and acknowledged the
certificate qualifications.

Six responded, a good outcome given
the difficulty many individual consultants
have had in securing interest from insurers

at all. Part of the selection process
included interviews, which required the
brokers to demonstrate an understanding
of the EIANZ and its members. From that
process Jardine Lloyd Thompson (JLT)
was appointed in early July and within
four weeks had discussed a proposed
scheme with the majority of recognised PI
underwriters in Australia.

Four are very interested and JLT
is currently negotiating the

details of a proposed scheme.
Their proposals were
expected in early August,
with details on risk
categories (risk levels for

practitioners vary from those
involved in policy drafting to

contaminated land assessments),
amounts of professional indemnity
($500,000 to $10 million),
restrictions/exclusions, CEnvP implica-
tions and the base rates and terms.

Once secured, the scheme will be
available for all environmental practition-
ers throughout Australia and New

Zealand and will provide a base rate
dependent on the categories and amounts
insured. A discount will be available for
EIANZ members and then a further
discount will be made for those who are
CenvP certified. It could be ready as soon
as mid-August.

More on the Certified Environmental
Practitioners program at www.cenvp.org

Minimum certification
requirements
■   A relevant environment

related degree
■ Five years’ full time experience within

the past decade
■ Statement of ethical conduct
■ Nomination by three respected

environmental professionals 
■ Evidence that the candidate is a

respected member of the profession
(referee statements, publications,
citations, curriculum vitae, reports)

■ Ongoing training and professional
improvement (50 hours over two years) 

■ Certification will be reviewed on a two
yearly basis
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