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The NSW Registered Environmental Practitioner (REAP) Scheme has launched  
 
The Certified Environmental Practitioner (CEnvP) Scheme has been named as an accredited certification scheme by the 
NSW Government to certify suitably qualified and experienced practitioners as REAPs.  
 
The NSW Department of Planning Industry and Environment (the Department) REAP Scheme is now live. Included as 
part of a Rapid Assessment Framework (RAF) released late last year, the REAP scheme is a system for recognising 
accredited professional schemes for environmental assessment practitioners.   
 
The RAF requires that every environmental impact statement (EIS) submitted to the Department will need to be 
accompanied by a declaration made by a REAP. This declaration includes statements relating to the compliance, 
completeness, accuracy and legibility of the EIS. 
  
The CEnvP Scheme’s Impact Assessment specialist certification with REAP Module has been recognised as an 
accredited REAP scheme. This means that practitioners seeking accreditation as a REAP can achieve this by completing 
the CEnvP Impact Assessment (CEnvP-IA) certification, plus the additional REAP module. The CEnvP Scheme launched 
its CEnvP-IA plus REAP module concurrently with the Department’s REAP Scheme launch and is now 
accepting applications.   
 
The Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand (EIANZ) President, Bryan Jenkins said, “EIANZ and CEnvP will 
play a critical role in the delivery of the NSW Government’s REAP Scheme. The CEnvP Scheme has been approved as a 
basis for REAP certification by the New South Wales Government. This is a fantastic recognition of the importance of 
certification in the industry.”  
 
EIANZ has been actively involved as a key stakeholder with the Department’s environmental impact assessment 
initiatives since 2016. Fiona Gainsford, EIANZ NSW Division Committee Member said, “NSW Division Committee 
representatives have participated in workshops and submitted several policy responses to the previous Environmental 
Impact Assessment Improvement Project and the more recent Rapid Assessment Framework initiatives. Certification 
of EIA practitioners to improve EIA practice has been one of the key changes we have advocated for, along with 
improvements to strategic planning and improved EIA guidance documents.”  
 
To become an accredited scheme, the CEnvP Scheme was assessed against the REAP Scheme criteria by an evaluation 
panel and the Department, before being accredited by the Planning Secretary. A robust evaluation 
of CEnvP’s governance and certification processes was part of the evaluation process.   
 
CEnvP Chair, Alex Blood said, “Accreditation of the CEnvP-REAP scheme by the NSW Government is testament to the 
quality assurance and good governance of the CEnvP certification scheme. It is an excellent contribution towards 
lifting standards and continuous improvement in the field of environmental Impact Assessment, and a positive 
forward step by the NSW government in regard to major project impact assessment approvals.” 
 
Practitioners can apply to become a REAP now, via the CEnvP Scheme. The declaration requirements will not 
commence until 1 July 2022. This period will allow a sufficient number of practitioners to become REAPs before the 
declaration requirements commence. To avoid delays, the CEnvP Scheme encourages practitioners to start their 
applications now. 
 
For information on the REAP Scheme, visit: https://www.cenvp.org/registered-environmental-assessment-
practitioner-scheme/ or contact the CEnvP Program office on info@cenvp.org or 03 9001 6948. 
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